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Course Description 

This course surveys the biblical New Testament in two spheres. First, this course will examine 

the New Testament in general, looking first at the formulation of the New Testament canon in 

both its compilation and chronological orders as well as the problems involved in establishing an 

English translation. In addition, both the Synoptic Gospels and Pauline literature will be 

analyzed relative to their content and problematic aspects in the eyes of many New Testament 

scholars. The second sphere of this course will expose the student to contemporary issues in New 

Testament scholarship - namely The Quest of the Historical Jesus Movement and Rudolph 

Bultmann’s project of demythologization. Attention will also be given to the impact of the 

Enlightenment on both the above movements and theologian Karl Barth’s counter response to 

Enlightenment philosophy in general and the historical Jesus movement in particular. Thus, the 

intent of the course is not to reaffirm particular confessional commitments but to introduce the 

student to the methodological tools employed by biblical scholars in both identifying the 

problems of and interpreting the New Testament for contemporary times.  

 

Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

1) identify the compilation and chronological orders of the New Testament canon; 

2) identify textual problems regarding the Synoptic Gospels and the Gospel of John; 

3) identify major themes and presuppositions of Pauline literature; 

4) identify major issues in contemporary New Testament scholarship. 

 

Course Requirements 

Four Examinations (20% each) 

Class Participation (10%) 

Project (10%) 

 

Exams 

The exams will be objective. They will primarily consist of multiple choice questions with the 

possibility of some short answer and essay questions. Students are required to take all exams on 

the days designated by the instructor. Make-up exams will be given only in cases of emergency 

(to be determined by the instructor). If a student wishes to take a make-up exam, he/she must 

consult with the instructor before the scheduled exam. Only in rare instances will the instructor 

permit a make-up exam if consulted after the scheduled exam. Students have up to the next class 

meeting after the scheduled exam to take the make-up. No make-ups will be given after that! 



Students not taking either the scheduled or make-up exam will be given a numeric grade of zero 

for that exam. 

 

Project 

Each student is required to do a written project. The project will take the style and development 

of any of Paul’s letters (preferably the book of Romans) and the student will be required to use 

Paul’s structure and writing style to pen a contemporary “biblical” book based on what the 

student concludes are the most pressing issues of our time. The project should be 7-10 typed 

pages and will be graded on adherence to Pauline structure, grammar, clarity, knowledge of 

contemporary human problems and the historical factors that gave birth to those problems, and 

overall literary creativity. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s sermon, Paul’s Letter to American 

Christians, would be a prime starting point! 

 

Grade Scale 

A 100-90 

B  89-80 

C  79-70 

D  69-60 

F  59-below 

 

Cheating 

Cheating on exams or other assignments will not be tolerated. It will result in your immediate 

dismissal from this class and a failing grade for the course. These measures will be taken in 

addition to whatever action(s) Benedict College deems appropriate. 

 

Attendance 

Benedict College maintains a standard attendance policy. Students should consult the Benedict 

College Student Handbook for specifics. Students in violation of the attendance policy may be 

administratively dropped from the class. Students are expected to attend classes regularly, to 

fulfill reading assignments and to participate in class discussion. Most of the material on the 

exams will come from class lectures but an exam question(s) not covered in the lecture but in the 

readings is considered fair game.   

 

Required Course Text 

Stephen L. Harris, The New Testament: A Student’s Introduction (Fifth Edition).  

New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004. 

 

Course Outline 

Phase I - The Origin and Compilation of the New Testament 

Week(s)   Reading(s)   Topic(s) 

   1,2    Chapter 1   What is the New Testament? 

   3,4    Chapter 2   The Formation of the  

            New Testament Canon 

        Translation of New    

                    Testament Texts 

        EXAM ONE 



Phase II - The Synoptic Gospels 

Week(s)   Reading(s)   Topic(s) 

   5,6    Chapters 6-9   The Synoptics and  

           Contemporary Biblical 

            Scholarship 

        Critical Problems in the  

           New Testament regarding 

           Jesus 

  

  7,8    Chapter 10   The Synoptics and the  

           Gospel of John 

        MIDTERM EXAM 

     9    Spring Break   No Classes 

 

 

Phase III - The Apostle Paul and Pauline Literature 

Week(s)   Reading(s)   Topic(s) 

  10,11    Chapter 14   The Background and 

           Thought of Apostle Paul 

  12,13     Chapters 15-18  The Theological and Ethical 

            Presuppositions of Paul’s 

            Letters 

        Deutro-Pauline Literature 

        EXAM THREE 

        PROJECT DUE 

 

Phase IV - Contemporary Issues in New Testament Scholarship 

Week(s)   Reading(s)   Topic(s) 

   14    Handout   The Quest of the Historical 

           Jesus 

   15    Handout   Bultmann, Demythologization 

          and the New Testament 

   16    Handout   Enlightenment Thought, Barth 

           and Neo-Orthodoxy 

        FINAL EXAM 

 

***Senior Exams*** (4/28-4/30)  

 

 ***Common Final Examinations*** (5/3, 5/5) 

 

 ***Final Examinations*** (5/6-5/9) 

 

Although this is the stated outline, it is subject to change as dictated by either time availability or 

unforeseen circumstances. 

 


